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uneteenth is a time to celebrate
one of the most important events in
American history–the end of slavery
in America.

It took a bloody Civil War and
Constitutional amendments to end
Slavery. Juneteenth celebrates
Emancipation of enslaved
Americans, almost a century after
the Declaration of Independence.

Emancipation Proclamation
resident Lincoln issued the

Emancipation Proclamation,
declaring that all enslaved people in
the rebellious states were free. It was
really military strategy–the southern
states were still fighting as the
Confederacy.

While the Proclamation
achieved an intended effect of
encouraging many enslaved people
to flee plantations and join the union
forces, it proclaimed the freedom of
only those enslaved people held in
the Confederacy,and the war
continued for another two years.

June 19, 1865
une 19, 1865, General Gordon

Granger landed in Galveston, Texas,
leading federal occupation forces
some three months after the official
end of the Civil War. He immediately
proclaimed Texas to be under U.S.
authority and re-issued the
Emancipation Proclamation.

June 19th Celebrated as
“Juneteenth”

Celebrating June 19 as “Emancipation
Day” and later “Juneteenth” spread
from Texas through the southwest.
They celebrated with community
picnics featuring the reading of the
Emancipation Proclamation, feasting,
choir singing, prayers, and speeches.

2025 is Cincinnati’s 38th Annual
Juneteenth Festival.

National Holiday

Juneteenth Cincinnati has produced
the annual Juneteenth Festival since
1988.

In 2020 June 19 became a paid
holiday for all County workers. And
on June 6, 2021, President Biden
signed a law making Juneteenth (June
19) an official holiday nationwide.
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J

P

J

Frederick Douglass

Cover Art
Title : "The Color of Creation"
Acrylic on canvas created in 2025
cedricmcox@yahoo.com,
cedric_michael_cox



African Diaspora describes the mass dispersion of peoples from Africa during the
Transatlantic Slave Trades, from the 1500's to the 1800’s. This Diaspora took millions

of people from Western and Central Africa to numerous regions throughout the Americas
and the Caribbean. People are often surprised to learn that slave ships carried almost 5
million enslaved Africans to Brazil and fewer than 1 million to North America.

Parade of Flags
The Juneteenth Festival recognizes

that shared history with a parade of the
Flags of the Diaspora, displaying some 75
flags representing the origins and
destinations of enslaved Africans.

The flag bearers are mostly children--
flags are not heavy and the parade is not
very long, ending in Seasongood Pavilion
for the Festival's opening kickoff. The
flags remain on Seasongood stage
throughout the Festival.

Juneteenth Flag
The Juneteenth flag was the

brainchild of activist Ben Haith, founder
of the National Juneteenth Celebration
Foundation (NJCF). He created it in 1997
with the help of collaborators, and
Boston-based illustrator Lisa Jeanne Graf
brought their vision to life.

The flag represents the history, and
freedom for American enslaved people
and their descendants. The bursting star
represents a new freedom .The colors
communicate that the American Slaves,
and their descendants were all
Americans.

In the week of Juneteenth the
Juneteenth flag joined the U.S. Flag
above City Hall and the Hamilton County
Courthouse and at the Cincinnati Art
Museum.

Recognizing The African Diaspora



In February and March Juneteenth Cincinnati joins with the Kennedy
Heights Arts Center to present “Voices of Freedom.” We ask young
artsts, musicinas, poets, & dancers to present their vision of
“freedom.” exhibited their work at the KH Arts Center in February–
May,2024 and 2025.

“The Ancestors: Emerges in my Mind,
Courses through my Blood”

Artist Ryan Nichole Ryan Artist Quinn Battiste
”Messenger of the Remnant”



9 Ether Being
Ken Obasi Leslie
Mixed Media
Collage, Acrylic
Paint, and Found
Objects

Earth Mothers
Jimi Jones
Oil on Canvas

Carried By
Grace
Tiffany
McNeal
Acrylic on
Canvas

Mother Earth
Resting in the
Garden
Crystal Huie
Arnold
Acrylic on
Canvas

Artsists’ work hung at the KH Arts Center
February 2025

Woman of Nature
Larry Winston Collins
Mixed Media Relief Painting



Mirror ake Stage

Saturday June 14Seasongood Pavilion

Enjoy All on Saturday● Ph’Ness Queen Drill Team &
TCI DrumLine…. 1:00

● Kai Kweol Caribbean
Dancers…1:30

● YaBreed…1:50

● Lady Love & Mr. Means…2:15
● Cheryl Renee’ & Shorty …3:00
● Nigerian Ijo Ugo Dancers &

Drummers.... 4:00
●  Jazz  Renaissance….5:00
● Rhythm of Soul Band….6:00
● Da Tailor Made Band ….7:00

Mirror Lake 8:00

Parade of Flags……. 11:00
● Festival Kick off….12:00

Phil Brown &
God’ s Earth with Love

● Last Boppers …..1:15
● Ms. Jaz…..2:00
● Positive Vibe…3:00
● Cincy Brazil Cultural Dance…4:00
● Johnny Payne &

True Believers…4:30
● Cincy Samba Dancers 5:30
● The Elevation Band….6:00

Raydio…8:00

Health Screening & information
● WellnessTent
● Hamilton County Health Department
● First Aid Station Nurses

Kids Area
● Horses & ponies ● Face painting

● Balloons
● Games ● Crafts Books
● Hands for Freedom Quilt



Inspirational Music
Seasongod Pavilion

●  2-6:00 pm
● Psalms
● James McCray Choral
● Heavenly Doves Dancers
● Malcolm Turner
● Praise Ekeng
● Renee’ Hill
●  Empty Vessels
●  Ed “Sax” Thomas
●  Charles Fold Singers

Roots of the Father’s Day Concert

The Juneteenth Father’s Day concert is a revival of
the “June Festival for Negro Music” concert series in
Eden Park and the Zoo, which began in 1938, when

Black audiences and performers were not very welcome in
Music Hall and other venues. The June Festival concerts
featured a variety of performances, including Paul
Robeson and other nationally know artists as well as the
local June Festival choir.

June Festival continued through the late 1950’s.
Juneteenth Cincinnati revived the series in 2005 as the
Juneteenth Father’s Day concert.

June 15 Juneteenth Fathers’ Day Concert



2025 Performing Artists

The Hues Corporation

Cheryl Renee’ & Shorty Starr

Ijo Ugo Dancers

Ms. Jaz & JamSet

Positive Vibe Band

Elevation Band

Juneteenth Sponsor

Raydio



Heavenly Doves Ministries

Jazz Renaissance

Clarke Morgan
5th Ohio Colored
Troop Reggie Murray

Buffalo Soldier

Cincy Brazil Samba Dancers
Malcolm TurnerPraise Ekeng

Dr. James McCray & the
James McCray Choral Ensemble

Ron Logan Directs Charles Fold Singers

Moko Jumbies

Afraskan Arts Alliance



Juneteenth is happy to have Kroger as a sponsor of the Festival

We’re Proud to Support

Cincinnati Juneteenth Festival

HistoryKids Free Ride
History Tent

● 105th Colored TroopCompany
●Juneteenth Information
●Underground R.R Freedom Center
●Medical Association



● Cincinnati Baptist Ministers
Conference

● Cincinnati Park Board
● Cincinnati Museum Center
● City of Cincinnati
● Faith Community Alliance
● Friends of Juneteenth
● Heavenly Doves Ministries
● Heavenward Farm & Horsemanship

● Inspiration 1050
● Kennedy Heights Arts Center
● Kennedy Heights Community Council
● League of Women Voters
● Mount Auburn Presbyterian Church
● Ohio River Valley District United

Methodist Church

Juneteenth Oranzational Supporters



Their generosity makes the 38th
Annual Juneteenth Festival possible.

Meet Our Funding Sponsors

Cincinnati’s annual Juneteenth Festival began in 1988 in Kennedy Heights.
Juneteenth Cincinnati is 100% volunteer. The Festival is dedicated to
promoting a better understanding of slavery, the significance of
emancipation, and how that history still affects the lives of all Americans 159
years later.

www.Juneteenthcincinnati.org juneteenthcincinnati@gmail.com

●  Charles & Jeanette Bronson
●  Prince & Elizabeth Brown
●  Carolyn & Charles Clingman
● Al & Mimi Gingold Gerhardstein
●  Jean Goings
●  Linda & Steven Grieser
●  Gail Jordan
●  Jerry Kirby
●  Gary & Janet Langhorst

●  Clarence & Phyllis Leatherwood
● Gloria & Tommy Manggrum
●  Cheryl Meadows
●  Jean & John Mickol
●  Col Owens
●  Rina Saperstein & Jeff Davis
●  Jim Zarnowiecki

Friends of Juneteenth Donors


